
gold illegolly lo lhe Nozis ond then
looted by lhe Russions, long.lo.t Old
Mo5lêr dr(rwings from o greol Dul.h col.
lê.lion ore mysleriously lurning uP on

ihe morkêi. For lhe Íirst tirÍe since
world Wor ll, lhe Soviel Union hos
promised lo.ooPerqte in seeking oul
qnd relurning slolen works oÍ orl
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BY M. KIRBY TAttEí JR.

THE NAZIS WERE HlsroRY s grcatest an loot
ers. The convul\ions brought on by the Third
Reich displàced more than three million
works ol art tiom occupicd countdes. Ob_
jects weÍc removed liom nruseunrs lbr stor-
age awxy fron brtlle aÍeasl olhers were
slolen nr loul,id by \oldi(Ís oÍ \tenl lt' \../.
coll((tor\ rn Ior.(d {"le\. lhe Io,'ting'.
thclr\. rnd rlyJed.rl(. thirr r,'u( place fll-
mrrilv hetween 1939 and 1945 constitute
hislo;y's rnost extensive and systenatic aÍ
plundcr. Not even Napoleon. who looted all
,,r Furope. .IcreeJc,l in de'F'rlrnt puhlic
and private colleclions lo the extcnt that
Hitleí s fbrces did.

Almosl 50 ycars atier thc cnd of the Scc
ond World War. thousands ol those works
have not yet bccn returned lo thcir rightlil
owners. Anrong the are :l9l Old Mastcr
dÍawings that wcÍe once paÍ( of a great
private collection nd are now c1?rimcd by the
state of the Netherlands. Sonre ol lhose
drawings are known 1() be in the Sovietins ro liglt.



Union: othels have at
perred on the narket in thc
west in the last ièw yc!6.
Onc drrwiÍg is now in a
mrjoÍ A eÍican private
collection. The Dulch gov
cmnrent rcccndy Íilcd suir
in Nc$,York li)r its rctun.

A dràmrtic new Lrspect
ol-rhe síurtion is the ati'
tude ol the Soviet govern-
ment. which is coopenting
with dre Dntch goveÍn-
ment in the recoverv oflhe
collection. Jan Riezen
kanrp. Director General
Íbr Cultural Aitairs h drc
Netherlands Minisrry ol
Cultirrc. who has been ne-
goliating with the Soviets.
believes this is the Íirst
tinre the Russians hrvc co
opcratcd with r weÍern
strtc to locate rnd rep.rt.i-
rlc lnwoÍks displaced by

Riezenkanrp lold ÁRI
rzr'! in r tclcpbone iÍter-
vicw lbnr The Hxgue lhrt
rhe openness nnd lhe will-
ingness of Sovier oÍÍicials
lo help locate and relu r
lhe drawings was a rcsult
of glasnost and pcrc
slmika. l'hc dillcrcncc bc-
rween rhe Soviet altitude
right atter the wrr. whcn
the Dulch $ught Soviel
help in rcpairi!lin-q thc
drawings. nnd thc atn
sphcrc todry. he sakl. \!as
like "the dilÍerence be-
tween the heaÍ oi winter
and a mild spring brcczc. '
Riczcnkanrp believes lh.rt
wilh Sovièt cooperation :
the repat.iation of at least ;
some of the dÍawings in
lhe USSR will eventually Éqns Ealduns Grieó'5 vrrsin dnd Chil.l,lotmatly inthê Koenlgs Collecrion, is now inrhê ldn Wood-

íér Collê.tio; in New Yori(. the Dol(h governnenr is suing íor ite rêturn to the Nelhêrloóds.

voracious uppetites of two pcople. Hitler xod Reichsnrar
schall HernDnn Gocring. ln 1938 Hitler conceived thc ider
ol cÍcxting a rruseunr. which was lo bc priDaÍily devoled to
lhe display oi Cerman at that mct bis csthetic and poiitical
nJnd!fd\ lr snulJ T l,\,,rrJ .n Lin/. J !ÍIr Au.r rn r'rwn
where hc had livcd N r young man. To accumultrtc aÍwoÍks
thdt mct his crilerin. Hitler appointed Alired Roscnberg to
head Ín organization called thc Einsatzstab-Reichsleiter
Rosenbers (ERR). The ERR's mission w$ to gdther orateri-

hilc D[ny highly plrced oiÍicials ol thc lhnd Reich
took advanlage oI thcir posÍbns lnd the circuDÈ
.rJnce\ rl wrr ru L \lcJ:l. rln rÍ piÍsun.,l c. lÈc rn!
irÍeÍests. rhe Naziphrndcroldrt w:rs duc nainly to lhc

al and prcpeÍy lhat it bclicvcd illusÍrted GerniLtn superior-
ity in crcativc erpÍession.

The Linz museunr becanre an obsession with Hitlcr. who
charged his aÍchitect. AlbeÍ Speer. laterkr becomc Minister
lbrArnraorents. both to design the buildirg and to tfunslbrnr
Linz into a new cultuml capital. 'ihis grundiosc plàn wÍs
dubbed Sondcrdultrrg Linz. or Specinl Mission Linz.

U'\1in! . rru'rve: d. J .ull(cr!r were .r..re .ri\Jrc.
PeÍsonal aggÍandizement and the decoralion of Krinhall.
his estate outside Berlir. were the only idcrls thrt liÍed his
passion Íbr anrassing aÍ. Dcspitc his ovcrwhcl ing gÍeed.
Goeing did havc fairly good taíe, which was tar nrore
carholic rhan HitlcÍ s, and he succÈeded in brinsing tosether
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a highly representative colleclion ofEuropean xí. As early
as 1933, áfter the Nazis took over the gove,nmeni, he even
toyed with the idea ofbequeathing his collection to the state

Hitler's own abilities as a connoisseur were limited. but
he appointed pÍofessional al1 hislorians to cary out his
policies. The most impoÍant oftbese adviscÊcollectors was
Dr. Hans Posse. director of the Staatlichc Gemàldesamm-
lung in Dresden and an expert on ltalian and Dutch aÍ ofihe
Renaissance and Baroque periods. Posse was not a Nàzi By
the time he was brought to Hitler's attention, he hrd been
dismissed from his post by the Nazi
paÍy cbief of Dresden, in March 1938.
for ánti-Nazi sentiments. but this didn't
d€ter Hitler from having hinl rcinstated
as director of the museum in July. ln
June 1939 Hitler luÍher entrusted hinr
with the responsibility for all acquisi
lions Íbr the Linz museum, a duty he
carried out with speclacular feFor and
capabiliry, despite political reservrtions,
until his death on December 7. 1942.
Wherever Geman koops went. Posse

overall direction of Special Mission
Linz was in the hànds of Maftin BoÍ-
mann, Hitler's private secretàry and
nuch'feared crony. Since the projecl
enjoyed rhe hishest priority. allworks of
aÍ lhat came into the hands of thc vaÍi-
ous Nazi collecting orgaDizntions-
wbether by theft, by confisca-

volunlary sale-were supposed to be brought to Posse s

allention. Goering frcqucnlly managed to conrpclê wiih
Hiiler. often earnrarking works of aÍ intcnded foÍ Linz tbr
his own collec(ion, but in principle Posse had the right ol
first reíusal. While Hitler gavc Posse great leeway in his
choices, it was normalpraciice fbrdecisions to bc discussed
with Hitler. who occasionally vetoed a work ol aÍi.

Afterthe outbreak of world wlr II, Posse was constandy
on the go, visiting Austria, Polànd, France, ltaly, Belgium,
and lhe Netherlands. The Neiherlands fell to Germany on
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May 15. 1940, and Posse
arrivcd on June 26. He
sraycd until July 5 and re-
lumed twice before lhc end
oflhe summer. During these
lhree visits he made the
obligatory rounds oí lhe
dealers, but whxl really in-
trigued him were four im
poÍant private collcctions:
those ofProfessor Otlo Lanz
in Amsterdam; the proni
nen! banker Frilz Mann'
hcimeÍ. also in Amsterdami
rhc wealthy industrialist D.
c. van Beuningen in Rottcr
dami and the merchant
bankcr Franz Koenigs in
Hrrrlèn rnd Rotterdam.

While Posse was to rclurn
nrany rimes to the NctheÊ
lands betbrc his death in
1942, no trips were quite so
succcssful as those he made
in 1940. He spent aboul l0
million reichsmarks ($4 mil-
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lion), buying pictures by Canaletto. Goya, Tintorelto, wat-
teau, Brueghel. Hals, Rembrandt, Rubens, and van Ruys
dael, usually for faí less (han their markel value and some-
times by coeÍcion. He once told a friend thathe was (aking
the nigbl lrain from Dresden to The Hague to buy two
Frans Hals painiings forHitleÍ, and "ifthe ownerdoesn't
wantto sell.l'lljust get [Arthur] Seyss-lnquaí [German
high conÍnissioner for occupied Hollandl to confiscate
tbem.'

Posse acquired lhe Fritz Mannheimer collcclion
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under threat of coníiscation. Mannheimc. was the
head ofthe Mcndelssohn & Co. Bank in Amsterdam.
Alrer hs Jcarh in 19J9. rhe ornk and rhc .olleclion
wcnt into receivership. Instrucled by Bormann lo
buy the colleclion, Posse ofÍèred the bank's crcdi
torc 5.5 million Duich guilders (then abont $2.92
million), fàr below market value. The cÍedilors
acccpted under threat of confiscation by Seyss-
InquaÍ, who could havc declared th€ aÍ enemy
property. ln the end, Seyss-lnquarl paid for thc
collection out of his own slush lund and prc
sented it to llitler as a gifl.
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Pos\c r!rs exhcmetv inr,y,
csted in rhe iustililbty wortd
rcro$,ned collection ol Otd
Maícr d.dwjngs pur toccrher
by Frànz Kocni!s (i8S t
19.+ I). Bo.n in Kicrbery. Gcr-
nrany, Koeni-ss had tcarncdthr inl(rnrl ,,nrt b,,fkLn.rhr\rnr\, in vJriau\ counUr\
and bccomc onc ot rhe dircc-
lors ol l)elb ck Schickter &
Ci.. I Berlin brnk. in l9l3
ln l9l l. together,!irh a cous
in. bc Íounded a bxnkin! !n,J
bLrsiness concern in Arrisrcldur The li)llowing year he
nroved lo the Nethc ands.
raknrg up residencc in Harr
lcnr. Fronr rhis li )c on hc wr\
lo erncrlc rs onc ol the nÍ)sr
importrnt collecrors of Okl
Mr\ler dra\\,i|ss in EuroDc.
Co/lrclr-q $J\ tI\ ni\\ronIli\ !urilin! tfllr( irte si\
quJl r\. Jrtl re rL hed t rnrn-
h L,I h \ os n e)c unJ I]e^L r-Jl t.Ár< Hi\ furLh.r\r\ \\rjcn dc al auctions. eirhcr by
hinrscll or thrl)u{h deatcF
agcnls. as rlcll rs iion dcri_
cÁ. l'hroulh his tuHcachin!
connecrions, borh busincsi
Nnd peÍsonal. he rvas orien
íbje ro buy djrccttl tionr tri
)lï:)ï;,llll'llii,ir"' ii"ix,i;$:rai"i*ir,"l*:Itrïï".ï"**ï,:ït:r"""ï:iffJ"*tff.#':ii:i,gl:L
j::ï'":lïii:jll:11ll.riiii.,l;,j',i l' ''n': ennen'hi o'(u,r)erin,..u,n(,:r,ueur h.,,*in.
c',*r ir"r; r<,"r.ïi.1,-;;;i;;'ï:,,i",,:ï"illll:- - :ïlïii:' " ' rhe K;en'g\ corcc,ion ar s50 mirrrcn to $i7;

| .LorJiiF ,u Ko.nir. rec.,r. n( bour .,\cr .'uo ï"iliiï::::ll lll;..ii,:iJ::i ïi:,.i;l,il:lill d!$,n!,.Í,n, rq.ri In ror! rhe.rn".a31,11 s,..1, " n"...,,.,, ,,..,"i..,,:li .:ii;::,, ..,k,,, \,,.,.,,,: ,, rr.ni;g.i:Ï,'.ï:il:l't)iiilï;ïlltl;.:,,..' r" "'.'.,,..i"'"..",:,n .1.,i'.,,,'.. 1'(.,J, "ru,'u1 I',rr'.'.",,'u.'.i,.;,,.;i;;:'Í.:;:":."'"ecrron J r'u\ircrinrh ' n{ '\l'r' t" 't""'' ..'"r, '""J:'ro H,.sre,rra"}.,:"."1t:,.-',i.,i';i;i,,fi;:ff;]ï:i .ji)'li':l:,1:1,] ,,":1.:t l,;,,i;,lll,,:,1;::.n,dn led ro pur ropcrheÍ J se(und. sn,.rrhr croup oi 200 *h,,r";a;iij ';;:;i*i'o" 
.""*.^ wirh rorns 

')r
Jmuinc.bcrqe,, r,),sJndror r,u,, r.,*l.r.rncnr.r .,n,r ,i,.,".-ó,-rï".]';,]",'.'i:.,.,,,",i,..,.J,.\1.,f .,r riJ;,llï:fi.:*,,.#illJi::ï'*f;.;ï'i;*?,"""ï1" !],"r,", r,,*.,,,, À",",.,, 'i,..,ri.lli"ïi"r. r.,, ",enx,i,s,har by

rhecuire.r,,,n._i,n,, n,u.-i,'.I'lÀ'|; I::.:llli: rr..,.rr."",,.'.e.,,, r.;; r:.1i .,,..f:;";1
rinroJctto, lnd s0 bv cia'battisr.r 'r'ieporo. not ro r'"",rí """'ïl" .,i.il i,l ,i]J-ii,,;,., lll"'"" n,uÍ or. th js corrc(
the 505 sheers by Fra Bartolonrneo. ArDons rhr,n,.J,eciore,u,,e,L.x,.t .,r\\;tt,,,r,;,r.,Ïï"Yi'l -.ll .:-'ll:;:":u':',.'":.\, :i\cn, ,r'.,L,(1,,b,

l;i...',li:lí1; l;1Xitllll,:íÍ;;iil'; r': ;1;11' "l:li; " i.l'-;'j:;;lir:'"Ï';r lll': f:;ili'
l'"",';';riïii:#$uft1lïi:,#ïï,:J+ïi' iï"]:ji'' l,';'ï;lrll.ll;:l;r': :r;;rll.ir;r':lii
c"y,, is; ivïË-gÏ"b;.';3,'ril:ï"llf 'r'r' iÓ J'J$i'!\t"rh(u"'re'tsr''r"'r''.alcteepi,,-,r,, ;"'r',i.;;-;
x1";,",^1ty;9!1[iu;l';i'_;it.'ïi'i.^i;í"'ïiiïi,:i. [:.1ïj::",ii,;]l;;11,.,ï,ll;;ln:lll;1.:;::,:;,.::iiro;c*..;*i ro, 

"",r i_,i*ïi""";:,Jrr.'1iiï.ï,'i':''"''rrrcÍ trtun,nnen1r87r J055).onr,r,trclrcarbcnet;,ctoNoírirc
#NIu\cUnrBlallJ|\ult,.t.''n."I1]58r."',r",r,-""r.],:



lon Woodnêr ls liqhriís thè Dulch sovêmmén/5 ottêrpl lo rê.loim hi3 aolduóg
Griên drowins, 
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@url wlll de.idê ro whom í tElongs.

ofvan Beuningen, his appÍoval for the sale had
to be obtain€d. AccoÍding 1o sources consultcd
by Albert J. EIen, an aí hislorian who has
wdtten an cxhaustive repon on the Koenigs
Collection for the Dutch govemment. van
Beuningen agreed 1o the sàle probably becausc
he neeJeJ cJ'h ro coÍnplere his purcha.e oÍ
paintiÍgs from ihe Cook Collcclion in Rich-
n]ond. England. Another reason for van Beu-
ningen's willingness to accommodaie the
German.. Llen repuncJ. mJ) hdve been hi'
rear rhr ir he rcru\eJ. nri extehi\e burinci\
interests in Germany would bc jcopardized.

On December l, 1s40, rhe Ían'aclron $r'
compleled, and the sum of 1,.{00,000 Dutch
guilden (aboul $742.000) was laterpaidto van
Beuningen. That the entire colleclion escaped
Posse s ne( is undoubtedly due to the resis
tance offered by Hannena, according to peo
ple who knew hinr. As a member oflhc Dutch
Culture Council and Superintendcnt of Dutch
Mu'eum', borh ponrion. Íàllints under lhe
authori(y of Nazi high commissioner Seyss
InquaÍ, Hannema was in a powerful position
to thwart Posse's êfforts.

Despitc Ihnne a s opposition md the toot
dragging thrt iook place during the negotia
tions. 526 drar!ings werc rrken to Gernrany i.
\l,rÍ.h lqll I'cr. i\h. \dn Beu. I!cn .on-
inlaw. was prcsent when Possc rcccived lhenr
rn Dre.dcn rn \4.,) Aller lhc '. I' I't Po\\e sr\
.oI.pler.J. rhc relrrrninr J,.$inr' oÍ (hc
Koenigs CollÈction. some 2,200. were Siven
lo thc Museunr tsoym{ns by van Beuningcn.
Bclure rne )20 u':,$ilt. ever €JLhcJ P'\.e.- rnel collecr'{. Fr,,n/ Koenrs'. $Lr" là,1 be-

I corre J D.rl, h. rrrldr .n l'lro JrcJ on \4r) 6
' lo- . :n Culo.ne lhcrc ur'r rumor. thr I .
" rrryrerrou. de!lh in: tÍ,rn Jccrderl $r. lhe

Íi.,rlr o, lurl fl.,\. Hi. xrrri-Nr/'.cnlirnenl.
were well known.

mony to his satisfaction, Koenigs gavc lwo extremely rare tlÍlcr's n seum ir Linz wrs never built Oncc in Dres-
drawings by Vil(oÍe Carpaccio fÍonr his second collection to dcn, the Koenigs drrwings were put in storage in the l'i
the museum. Room ol lhe Staadiche Gcmaldegalerie. wherc lhey re-

vrn Beuningen,s lcquisition of thc Koenigs collcctior) nrained uniil 1942. when they wefe removed íor safely to
was madejust in rinrc. Geínany attackcd tlre Nethcrhnds on castlc weeseníein outsidc Dresílên Dr Hcrm.ní voss.
May 10. 1940. On June 28 an cager Possc visned rhe Possc s successor in cbrÍse of acquisitn)ns loÍ lhe Linz
Museun Iloynrns forrhe fi6t tilr]e to look ovcrdre Koenigs nruseur)r, was at WeÈsenstein during lhc laí three monlhs ol'

Collectn)n à;d to breach thÈ subje4 of its purchase for rhc waÍ. Soviet lor.-es captured t;c c$lle without using
rhe Linz nruseu r. He was accorupaoicd by Lucrs HennàDn ÍbÍceonMay 10. 19,15. voss. who rcmained at weescnÍein
pctcrich. a Cerman. who was van Bcuningen s son iD lxw. fbrtwo nDnths to assiÍ lhe SovicLs in soíing through woÍks
posse retumed in August and again in seplembcr. llr order ol !rr. later stated lhat the Koenigs drawnrgs were placed

to prcvcnt the sale oa tbc entiÍe collection, Hrnnenra sug under "protectivc c[stody inJunc 19,15 by the Russirns.
ge;rcd duÍing rheir mccring ot Septenrbcr t3 thar he would Thousands ol rrtworks had bccn hidden underyround in
consider disposing only oi rhe Gellun dÍawingt. over 50 pl{ccs in the courÍr'ysidc aJier the war. thc ussR

posse wrote B(fn nD in Oclobcr l9:10 relling him about lro ry Commission supeNiscd lheir assenrblagc ar Pillnitz
rhe Koenings coltection. which hc described as one olthe castle, ouhide Dresdcn. From there they were laken to the
1à rous c(;lcctions of otcl Dusrer drawings in Rottcr Soviet Union, and for (he next ten ycan their whereabouls
dalll. . . . In prioci e rhc F0hrcr agrecd to rlre acquisitn)n. wcrc a mystery. dcspite inlemationalcllirrls to persuadc thc
'lhc priceofthe pai ofrtrÈ Koenigs cottccrion now orr srlc is Russians r.) pro!'ide inÍbmralion rhort thenr Prcsidenl
1,50b,000 Dutcb guilders (about $795.000). Whèn Posse Irunran wrs reported to hrvc wÍitten to Stalin about lhem.
retumed to Ro(erdam in November, he added lTth- and and Sklh is said to hrvc replied thal iflhcy weÍe in Sovicr
lStb-cenrury Iralixn and French drawings ro his original hands they werc salc. The Russians sccnred deternined lo
selection. Since the collection was at this iime ihe propeÍy kccp lhem: in l9:17 r Russian coloncl mentioned tr) àn



Anrcri!an oilicer lhrl lhere \!rs no$ r "DÍcÍl.n $ ing ol Lhc
Itlosco$ nrus.unr " llut ir 1955 boul 500 ol the r(\I
lrnrous printin.!r\. in.luding Rrth.rcl s Slnit . illal/,u11.
$ere rcluÍred lo East Cern nl. rnJ iD \ub\cqucnt \.rr\ drc
Ru\sil[s linally relu red rnrn) orhcr rrt lÍ.asulcs !onr
Dr.sdcn. oliicirll,- rs r gili ol thc Russl.rn feofle Noneol
thc rJ1$orks belongirrg to rhc 

^llicd 
coun(rics lhNt hrd bccn

slored at WeesenÍein ln 19.1i $ere rnnrns thcnr.

ml. K..r Li.Jrrqll.t. r'.,f .:.(.1..1,r'., ).. i,: r'l
'l' r..rt. , {.,rt. .^,,r.rrr Li< r r.. ,\rt,rtr, ..,r . tr
| *.....n rr "...trt.. rr.,:Jr.cr" { n. .. \:rI r.. ".,.. .1.' ., ' r' r ,.r rr' ,rrrr-.r N, J .nrJ J.l P ll, ,rr

alstlc rlicr th. Russirns Nithdrc$ trelieled rhrt seleral
drr$ings hrd bc.n stol.ri Ihcir.arclcssl! rc.ucd nxNnts

torce of workmcn lnd soldicrs. and fo. the next live nronrhs
they packed up everything ol valuc and took it rway tbÍ
shipmeot to the Soviet Unxrn. Thcy told nruteun olÍicials
thr! thc renrovalwas at the specialconrnrand oiMoscos and
that neithcr rhc kr.al Berlin command nor the So!ier Mili
tary Adnrinistralion had rny say in rhc nratter They called
thc nn)ve a kind of reparalion lbr whar thc GcnDlns had

No onc has suggested lhat Lieutenant Coloncl Sidcroff
and lhe PÍofessor A. A. Sidorow (or SideÍoftl oi Moscow
who later owned two El\hcimcr drawings from the Koenigs
Collcction that disappeared Íiom Drcsdcn rre the sanre
p.'-.n. DL.h !rncrrl dn nor ^rJs ,l ,n) .',rrc r^r
between the two. Ncithc!:s \lhereabouts. il the! r.c srill
rlive. coul.l be esr.hlished

had b.en lcii behind. Ilut th.n
scholxrs be!rn noling thc
whereahouts ol the dft$irrgs in
tosrwrr futrlicarions. ln 1966
II Nliihli in his A,lrrr l-l
shcirncÍ carrl()gue. notcd (h.L
t$o dr.r$ inss by rhrs arliÍ \ cÍc
in lhe collcction ol r l']hlassu'
r\. A. SidoroN in \lo\..$
Thc\ rr. now in thc Irrshkin
Nl seum. S.!errl drr$ ing\
llolr rhc Kocl]igs Colleclion
$crc sccn in thc l)rcsdcn l)finl
Iioom hr l'rojis\or l- r/ Win
zr gcr. $hopr\\edonthi\inli)r
nratior) r(r rhc \'íLr5cLrnr Bo\
nrrn\ \rn B.unin3en Orc ol
th. grcrte\r Jnrsterpier!'s
anx)ng rhc Cjcrmrn {lrr!!ir!s.
Diirer'\ Arh / dDi^. qr\ !ilcn
in 19.16 to lhe \,íuscLur liLÍ Bil'
dcndcr Kunst in l-cipTig Ihc
donors $crc Í)ldi.r\ iionr lhc
So!ict Níililrr) Adnriri\trrtion

.4Rh"rr has lerrn.d thrt r
l.ieurcnrnl Coio el Sidcfttl
{!s rhc itirccrcr ol thc l(cd
Arnr,- s lm rv Conrnris\ioll.
Ihc unit in chrrgc ol íritpins
Ciemran lrruscurrs. He $as r
tcrij_!ing nran t0 Gcnnan nru
s.unr o1li.irls. his chcst co!
ercJ trith nrcdrl\. r tist.l dt hi\
bclt. and \rith a $ll.n. dcrdtrn
c\prcsslon olr his lrcc. Thc
nn)sr sfc.tacular iob he supcr-
!iscd $r\ thc disnrrntling ol'
Ihe hugc PcrgrnÍ)n Altrr in thc
I]! in l\luscu r. $hrch \!rs
shitp.d lo ,rc LISSR. In llc'
ccmb.r 19.15 Sid.roll rnd onc
ol hi\ rdvis.rs. Phlesnn Bh-
\alsk). r Polish rlt hiÍorirn
who hud slLrillcd in B.rlin. r.
rft.arcrl rt thc.Nscum !!Íh r
Doret/s Hory tdDily wos givên ro
o leiFzig óuseun in l9rÉ byrhe
Russions.Ihê Edsi Gêmdns rê-
turned nro rh€ ovr(h in 1987.



The DLrreÍ given to Lcit'/ig and 12 other dÍ:twings that
werc subsequently linrnd scqucstcred in the Dresden Print
Room were retLrmed tl) th. N.thcrlands in 1987 by the
Gcnnan Dcmocmtic Republic. p.obrbly, Dut.h otficials
bclievc. becrLrse the DÍesden mrscun was about to publish
a c,rtaloguc ol its own lnissing dra$inls rh.it hrrc lct lo bc
rctatrirted. As tlre propert! ol lhc Dulch statc. thc Koenigs
drawings cnlcrcd the collections ol-lhc Nclhcrlands Olfice
Íbr Fine Aís, in Ih. Hague, an agency rhat rdnrinisrcrs
artworks owncd by tbc statc which are not the pÍopeíy of
state musernrs. Taking inlo a.count the hjstory behind lhcsc
druwirgs, the Netherlands Ol6c. 1(tr finc AÍs placed thenr
on long lcm loan wilh tlre Musernr Boymans van ll.unin
gen, wheÍc thcy ioin.d drc grcaterpart olrlre colleclion irom
which lhey hrd been sepr.dtcd,16 ycah earlier. The East
Gclrnan governrrent has assur.d l)utch authorities thar no
orhcr drawings fior! the Koenigs Collccln)n are in the
Ceman D.nÍr.ratic Republic. Considc.inr thrr Crstlc
WeesenÍcin was occuticd by Sovier troops and rhar rhc arl
lreasuÍes lhere werc takcn iDto trotective cuÍody b\' thc
Sovict! in 19,15. il has always bccn assunred that the
rcn ining 49i Koenigs drawings arc Ínnewhcrc in the
Soviet Union.

m he tovemn rnr . r r ,. \er',c.11na
'l wrrh rh. r. p; r. r,r .' : ul- e.r. .r ,.e r1r . n. iit hc
I qa. lr I'r.15rh, F,,Lluri.r orD cn \írrr P..Fn)
I ',... ",'." rn dedl k r1 r\, r,.ii\cr) ot r.. r..(!-t)
reÍroved works olrl. lhis organizrrrcn was rcspon!ible lor
the successlirl locrtion and relurn of thousrods ol rnworks
lo thc ir rightiul o wners o.th.irhciA. Arlworks tbat had becn
sldcn or sold under duress o.liccly, and for which no li!ing
owners or hcns cxisied. eventuilly camc undcr the province

Some 3.500 honreless irtworks cvcnrually becaÍre
state property. In 1919 a nc$,govennrenr agcncy, thc Olhce
for Slarc Owned Objects ol Aí. $,ds cÍablished ro mrnage
and care for thcnr Ihis agency sbwly cxpanded its actilr
ties, accepling donations rnd collechng works bI conlctnpo-
rary aÍists. ln 1975 rhc ranre ofrlre agency wrs .hanged to
thc Omce Íbr Stare Owncd A!1 ln 1984 it was mcrccd wilh
lwo othcr inst itutions . the lvÍin iÍry o i Cu lrure s lnremarionrl
VisLr.rl Aís Agcrcv and the Ncthcrlands Arl Fourdrtion in
ArrsleÍdam. This conglonrerare bccrnrc thc NetheÍlands
Office lbr Fine A.ts. Its collcction roday totrls nxr.c rhan
350.000 works ofarr. mosr ol rlrcm by l)urch rÍiís liom rhc
Dorq:r p. ri. . lLrr utnce ,or unl. -,.,r .,t, . rl r. .n,r r.r .e

/1,,/./,.'
Ànbrosius Holbêií" Portroir oÍo Aoy wds broush orhê arirish Museum bya
nussidn suspê.rêd ol KGB.onnê.rioís. The DUr.h iu..êsstully .loimêd ir.

collcctio,r. it also oÍganires .xhibirions Ior
countties all oleÍ lhc world.

In AprLl l9S8 r Í)1rl d.crc. wls sLgned rn
which ruihort! lar (he rccutcrrtion ol
arl\\orks $rs trrn\l.JTcd lÍnn th. lvlinistrv
olFlnrlrcc. \hich hld bccn lomrall) rcspon
siblc ÍoJ rll Íccupclr(ion nr!ttcr\ sincc lhc
cnd ol lh. $ir- nr Íhc \'linist^ ol (Il rc.

In Scpl.nrbcr 1)87 {hc Neth.rh.ds {)1licc
Ii)r Finc AÍs cnrtlo\cd aÍ hiÍoirn Albcl]
Elcrl (() acl rs rr cxiernrl consultrn( r!ith
rclr(l to the r.prtrirtion ol rbe .191 nssins
Kocnigs rtJ.l$ings. El.n wrs suhs.qne.Ílv
rppointcd lo ..odinrte lhe |rot.ct. In his
repoÍt on lhc Kocri{s Coll.crion. 1,1.r
stftnsly rcconrnrcndcd thrt the i)lIcc ur)der
trkc r rcfcwed canrpaisn to locltc nd cLrirn
tillc to rhc rlrissing drr\ings

As I-.lcr's Ícporl l)ointcd out. rLthough
Po\sc $d his successor. Vo\s. tuchrs.d '
works ol rrl. lhr! olicD di(l Í) u dcr \arlinS
Íinrls ol cocrc()n i\'11)r. i.rll rnl. rrcoÍ]-
ing nr thc Lltch gor.rnm.rt \ rcccnt law
\uir. tN)nr.nt $ls l rngcd thÍ)ugh thc
Dutch Ccnlrrl llank. whrch $as conrpcllcd
by thc Nui\ t{, xcccpl *oÍtl)lcss Rcichs
,|rÍks in ci.hrng.Ibr r tryDrcnr olvllurble
l)ul.h luiklea to \'rn llcunin.!.n. On this
br\i\ th. l)ut.h ir tc lrrL(tclxinr in the poí
wrl Srarurc lll5l ol Julv 18. 19.17. kr rn)
froperl) rcluircd b\ lhc (i. nans. heel) or
othcNlse. $hich hrd not hc.r rctumcd to
thc N.lhcrlun{ls bv Jrnurrl l. l9+7.

l\'lorcovcr. |ccoJ{ling () (hc hw{rir. rh.
Dutch go!.rnorcnt in cx1lc. rlnxNt innnc
drrlel! upon i(s.\hblish.rcit lr London.
cn.clcd scvcrul cdic( roiding rll trmsr.
(iors occurinS in the Nelhcrlands in!ol!irs
lhc Nr/is. l)ccrcc A I. the íiA1ro) rld.crcc
ol thc c\ilcd loi.nnlrrt. rssued n London
on XÍx) 1.1. 19:10. !r!ntc(l ihe l)utch srrte



Dur.h inirrêr óí culrurà Hêdv d'Ancono looksrhroush lhê Koánigt .olologu. with {lrcm lèlr)
À-rossaaor sernord trron(;l,wilklF lus^l, r.hlkvoidzà (ussR),.|ènkint (Grêol Briiqir, dnd
Pqul Brouwèr, Nelherldnds A;bGsodt íoÍ lnlêrnqtionol cslrurll Coopêrqllon'

collcction is displayed.
Observers of thc Soviet
scen€ say lhat hc is wide-
ly believedto have strcng
ties to the KGB.

As soon às Rowlands
telephoned the Nether
lands- Elen went to Lon
don and discussed the
m.Íer rhere with enrbas-
sy ofÊcials and an alior-
ney before taking aclion.
It was dccided lo apply
for a court order wbich
would ensurc ihat the
drawing remained in the
Brirish Museum until le-
gal procecdings could bc
initiatcd. ln Apdl 1988
the High Court of Justice
in London ruled in Íàvor
ol the Dutch claim. and
in June Elen brought the
drawins home. Louis
ncver appearcd before

íiduciary ownership ofallproperty beklnging "to natuÍal or
juridical persons established in the Kingdom ofThe Nether
lands. . . only in order to safeguàÍd the rights ofthe previ-

Royal Decree A6, issued on June 7. 1940'
e\Dre"l\ lo'báde Dulch cilr/en' lrom enlenng inro Jn
aq;eeme;l sirh rheenemJ. srlh ]n) cnem) 'ubjetÍur wrrh!
per.on re'i,lenr .n enern) IerÍrtory" q;lhoul lhe pcrmrs'ion
óía conrnitlee set up to irnplement the decree On lhe basis
ofDecrees Al and A6, according to the suit. the sale ofthe
Koenigs Collection to Posse was absolutely void as a
matter of Dulch law. being the legal equivalent ol a theft.
and no tille to any of lhe drawings from the Koenigs
collcction passed to Posse or to his principal. Adolf Hitlcr. "

n eloÍe EIcn nnr\hed hi. Íepod. ruo mr"rng drrr$in8'
I I r.",. rr.c xoenrc, C" e.rion canr ro rne arrenrron or rhe
Jl Nerhcrlrnd' oi-ncc ror l-rne Arr'. The hr'r. r poíÍait ol
U, boy, rurne.l up ar the Br'ri'h Mu.eurl lr wás broughr
there in October 1987 by a Russian with Western connec-
tions nanred Victor Louis. He lcft the druwing at the
museunr lor expeÍisc, ànd John Rowlands. kceper of the
Depallmeni ofPrints and Drawings, Íecognized the sheet as
being by Ambrcsius Holbein. "He came to me for exper-
tise.; said Rowlands. And I told him inrnediately thal it
was fronl acolleclion whichhad been nrissing sinccthe war'
He left thedÍawing for fuÍher study. even though I also told
him I would have 1() inlbrn thc Dutch authorities about it

According to Koos de Jong, head of the DepaÍmènt of
Collections oi the Netherlands Of6ce for Fine AÍs, "This
wa\undoubÍedl, ale.r(r.ero'eeiirheorherdmwing'sere
salable. while the drawing is certainly valuable. il is not in
rhe cdregory ol (he Dnrer qhich $d' ÍelJmcd by lhe Er{
Ccrman.. lhe) could allor,l 'o leate Ir Obvrou'l). 'ome-
one wanted 10 see how lhc lay of the land was."

victor Louis is a wcll-known figure in the USSR who is
usually identified as r journalist and travel writer' Hc
frequcntly enteÍains members ol ihe foreign colonv al h;s
L,ruÍious dacha outside Moscow. where his extensive aí

The second drawing, vnSni dnd C/rtl./by Hans Baldung
Grien, was brought to Elen's aÍention in October 1987 by
BÍam lvlcii, curator of dÍawings at the Museum Boynràns-
van Beuningen. who had been offcrêd lhe work for sale
This wasn t the 6rsl lim€ Meij had been approached about
the ílrawing. In l98l a Cologne ari dealer had ielephoned
him and told him that she wanled to sell the Baldung Gricn
for a client who was a Russian emigranl "She didn't olieÍ
ro spell hcÍ name," Meij recalls, but I understood sonre-
thing like 'Keusch.' She knew aboul ihe drawing's prove-
náíce Ofcourse.l told her the Nelherlands slill had a valid
claim against it and that we were not in the habit ofbuying
our own property. she only ranS oncc."

ln August 1983 N,Íeij received a letter from a Berlin
lawyer who not only offered the same Baldung dràwing tbr
sàle but hinted siÍongly thal more drawings could be had
from the samc source. wbich was in the Soviet Union. An
answerio the lawyer's lctterwas sentby the Dutcb anrbxssa-
dor ro Bonn in which the Dutch clainr (o the drawing was
clearly expressed. FuÍhennore, lhe ambassàdor strcngly
enphasized his governnrcnl's inlention to puisue clainr 1o

all of the missing drawings. "For obvious reasons," says
Meij, "thc Berlin iawyerwàs notaboutlo allow tbedrrwing
to come (o the Netherlands on view, as it were,"

wh€n Meij con(acted Elen in 1987, he was able to t€ll
him of thc whereabouts ol ÍheBaldnngvírsi,t atld Child h

was now in the renowned lan woodner Collection in New
York. Woodner, who Ínade his fortune in real eshle, began
to collect in eamest around I 970, and today h is colleclion of
Old Mast€r drawings is one of the finest in private hands.
His most publicized coup was the purcbase in 1984, foÍ
$4.3 million, of a rare Renaissance masterpiece from lhe
Chatsworth Collection, a page from Vasari'sliárdle Dir_
edri, with drawings by Filippino Lippi and a watercolor by
Botticelli. AccoÍding to legal papers, woodner puícbased
the Baldung "in good faith in or about 1984." In February
1985 it was included in an exhibition of his drawings at the
Fogg AÍ Museum of Harvard University.



When asked for comment by ÁRZ,?rni, Woodner,
reached by telephone in New York. declincd. Dr. Konrad
OberhubeÍ, forrnerly lan Woodner Curator ol DÍawings at
the Fogg AÍ Museun of Hffvàrd University and now
director of the AlbeÍina in Vienna. has been an dviser lo
Woodner, alongwiththe late WalterShruss, an art hislorian
and a publisher of aÍ books. In a lelephone interview,
Oberhuber sJid th 'hc mr n id!rseÍ on dcqJr.ilron, $1.
walter Strauss. In this case, I ceriainly did not advise on the

Oberhuber says thal he knew (he drawing came from the
Koenigs Collection bul was unawaÍe tbalthc Dutch statehad
a long-standing claim against ir ltnd oiher Koenigs draw
ings. He says he lcamed about the Dulch claim only in
1988, when he atlended a meeting of print curators in Pàris
at which a genêral stalemenl was issued to all participanls
ciearly explaining the Dutch claim 1o the nrissing Koenigs
dÍaw.ngs and reirerulrnd Ihc Dutch.ldle. hrm inlenlion lo
pursue tirle to them. I learncd about lhe Dulch clain for
the fiKt time in Paris in 1988. At the time. we knew il was a
Koenigs drawing but not that it belongcd 1o llolland. The
Dutch claim came later !o my eàÍs. I don t think Strauss
would have advised WoodneÍ if he had known. '

Obe$uber adds thàt "atler the Paris meeting j nevcr saw
Woodner so I had no chance to discuss it with hnn. . . . ll
Woodner had known about the Dutch clann, would he have
shown ihe drawing publicly and immedialely at HaF
\dÍd:. . . lhere wa\ u drcb' \yn,polium $rth an inrerz
tional gathering of curators, dealers. aDd connoissc rs of
drawings. There were 500 drawings peoplc thcre. No one

th€ missins Koenigs drawjngs in general and the Baldung
Grien in parlicular. woodneÍ, according to the suit. "when
con(acted by The Nelherlands'Ambassador personally with
Íespecl to its r€covery . . . refused to divulSe any of the
circumstances conceming his acquisition of the Baldung
Drawing." Despite a demand made by the Dutch govem-
men( las( January and in two lelters of Aprjl and August,
woodner has "refused to relinquish possession" of the
drawing. In November the Du(ch gov€rnment 6led suit
againÍ him iÍ United States District Couí, Southem District
of New York, asking for the r€tum of the drawing, which
was valued at $125.000.

ln his response woodner contended that the Dutch
governnent s complaint was baned by the appucable stát
utes of limitations and by its "failure to ex€rcise due dili'
gence i0 pursuit of its purpoÍed claims." lf the couí ruled
that the drawing had to be relumed lo the Netherlands.
Woodner asked to be compensated for its present value.

Woodner's attomey. Les Fagen. ofPaul, weiss, Rjflind,
WhaÍon & GaÍison, told /rR?,,ell,J that Woodner "does
not b€lieve that the Dutch govemmcnt can prove any claim
that i! has asseÍed. Even if il does, ii's going to bave lo
explain why it look almoí balf a cen(ury for it to make
demand and try to recover something that it believes was
slolcn oÍ laken unlawlully liom tbe Netherlands. lf the
Dutcb government truly believed that thc Bàldung drawing
was laken unlawfuuy from thc NctheÍlands, il had ihe
obligation ro act with reasonable diligence, and I don t see
how rhe Dulch govemment can esrablish that it did so in this

Fagen continues that sonrebody who claims to be a
victim ofan unlawfultaking olpropeíyhas toact withinthe

said anything at the time."
By chance, Elen was iD

connection with the Anr
brosius Holbein drawiDg
that had tumcd up at the
Briiish Museum. when
woodner's collection.
including the Baldung
Gtien VirBiI and Chihl,
was on exhibilion at rhe
Royal Academy. Al-
though it was seriously
contemplated, no aclion
was raken by the Dolch
authorities to impound
th€ drawing by court or-
der while it was in Lon
don since they 6rst want
ed to approach WoodneÍ
infoÍmally out of r€spect
for his position as a
prominent collector.

After the successful Íe-
covery of lhe Holbein
drawing, various steps.
including the distribution
of the Paris statemcnt.
were undedaken by the
Dutch authorities be-
tween December 1988
and August 1989 to con
vin.ê WoodíêÍ of the Ie-
gality of the Dutch gov-
ernmenfs claim against

London in October 1987, in

Jo.opo lintorè?ro'r 5n dy 
^lret 

o BrcÈe Stut@ttè ot
Ártor, pé*nr lo.drioí unknown, is srlll .ldinêd by
fiê srdrê oí rhê Nêrhêrldnds.

starulc ollimitations, and underthe law. a
pêrson has to make demand for the return
of propeíy with reasonablc diligence.
Reasonable diligcnce is deternrined by
rèLrcn.e ró áll lhe circunstances. includ
ing the idenrity of the victim. Here you
have not an Írdividual but a governnrent
which claims 10 bc x victim oí àn unlawful
takingofpropeÍy,and ilr going to havelo
show why, wilh all of its rcsources, the
govcrnmcnl of rhc Neiherhnds was un-
able ro locate orattempt to retrieve whal il
claims was unlawfully taken from il."
The Íatute of limitations is three yeaÍs
frcm thc datc oi denrànd for Íelum ol the
propeíy.

r aiÍ Decemher 6. lS89 at a lormll
È | ceremon) held ri rhe Nerherlanrlr otj | | lice loÍ Finc AÍs in The HaÊLre, Hedy
1 l.l a encon,r. Mrnrsrer ol Culíurc ot lhe
ï Nerherlands, olÁcull] pre5enred rhc Íi^l
ë copre5 ol Albefl Elen'\ illu\ràLcJ rard-
Ë logue, Mirrr?s OId Master DtuBnrys
i fron Íhe Fru z Koenigs Call?Llia
Ê Chimed bt the Stat. oJ the Nctherlands,
I to the ambassadors of the former Allied
Ë powersr Jean René Bernard of France,
i Michael Jenkins ofGreal Britain. Howard" wilkins, Jr., ofthe United States. and Dr.

Alexandre Tchikvaidze of the Sovict
llnion P. Brouwer- Arnbassador lor ln
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Anrohê rvotroqd. Sdlt-brsth Fls!É ol d Chlld.. , Alowr.r tsbblêr t5 qnothor
K@ílss Coll..lion dwlnq lhct dlsorDdr.d ofiêr ihê Seónd World Wdi

lernational Cultural Coopêration ofrhe Dulch FoÍeign Min
istry, was also present. The anrbassadoN were invited ro
urlend lhe ceÍemony lo ernphd..,?e 'hi:Íill rLlcvrnl rnrlor-
tance of tbe lnteÍallied Declaration againsi Acls of Dispos-
session Comnilted in Territories under Enenry Occuparion
or Control. signed in London on JanuaÍy 5, 1943. by tbe
Allied powe$. ln this declaÍalion rhe Allied goveÍnmenls
stated that they intended "to reservc all their rights to
declare invalid any transfers oï, or dealings with. property.
rights and interesis ofanl description whatsoeverwhich are.
or have been. situared in the lerirories which hàvê coDe
under the occupation or conkol, dirccr or indirect, of the
Govemmenls wirh which they aÍe at war, or which belong,
or have belonged, !o persons (including juridical persons)
resident in such tenirories."

D'Ancona remarked thàt "l should also like to slress rhc
greal impoÍance atiached by lhê government ofthe NerheÍ-
lands to the recovcry of works of art which disappeared
during the war and which have not yet returned. Wc rcgard
il as a matter ofnational impoÍance that even now, ovcr:14
years after the war, every elioÍ sbould be made to iracc
works of aÍ which are still missing and establish legal
claims to them." When asked why thc governmenr had
waited so lone beforc publishing such a docunrent, RobeÍ
de Haas. directorofóe office. toldÁRr,r.lrr: "Because wc
were always of tbe opinion thal the Koenigs Collection,
which was taken to Germany duÍing the war. was and is so
wellknown. The Koenigs collector's mark is also known by
everyone working with Old Master drawings. It's a world
famous colleclion áftêrall. This catalogue witl nràkc it clear
oncc and forever that the missing drawings belong to rhe
Netherlands."

AlbeÍ Elen added, The alleged pÍesencc ol the dmw,
ings in lbe USSR and thc GDR bas been known sincc 1945.
Since omcial steps laken through the Dutch enrbassies in
those countries have been repeatedly denied by the respec-
tive govemments, (here was noreason todrag on untileither

new indications emeÍged or the political sit-
uatioÍ changed. Moreover, there was n€ver
a Íeason to worry about the sale ofthe draw-
ings as long as they wer€ all bidden behind
the lron Cur(ain. When single drawings
started appearing in Westem countries we
consideÍed it time to take renewed action in
order to prevent the sale of drawings and
acquisitions in good faith. . . . The catalogue
wili furnish a practical tool for identi6cation
since 60 percent ofthe missing drawings are
illustra(ed in it. Earlier this year, in anrici-
pation of th€ publicatjon of the illuÍrared
catalogue, we pubiished a provisional hand,
list of the collection and distributed 8,000
free copies worldwide among aÍ historians,
institutes of art history, documentation €en-
ters, dealers. museum prin( rooms, auction
houses, and private collectors-"

Jan Riezenkamp was also present. Riezen-
kamp told ÁR7.?"nr that he mei in Moscow
lasl Ocrober wirh Vice Minister V. L Ka-
zenin and other omcials oflhe Soviet Minis-
lry of Culture to discuss a number ofmatters.
Riezenkamp had sent the Russians informa-
tion about the Koenigs drawings and asked
for their help in locating them. "We had àn

open discussion on the subject of tbe Koenigs Collection,"
he said. We expÍessed our graritude for ihe rrcuble they
had lrken in looking for the collecrion and we urqed them to
loox rn morc Jer itbr rne mr:rng drauing.. l-hey rotd u.
they would do so. I got the impression that they undentood
how urgenl lhis wasi they had done à lor ofhomework;ihey
had studied lhe documents we had senr them.

"l got the inrpÍession rhat rhey would ta-ke a lotoftrouble
io look into lhe matter. but with all rhe changes taking ptace
in the Soviel Union, it will not be efty lor rhern to Ínake rn
accurate audit ol theÍ possessions. They need rhe coopera
tion of museuÍn peoplc. and l'm not sure it's easy for them
to get that right away. The ministry officials will have to
Íneet with museum olíicixls and collectors. We gave them
indicalions of our suspicions as to the wh€reabouls of the
drawings, maybe notthe exacl location but a direcrion. . . .

It is known that one of lbe Koenigs drawings was in the
hands ofa Professor Sidorow;that colleclion is known to be
in the Pushkin Museum. People froÍn the Pushkin mighr
know or nright be able to help thc government ro find rhe
drawings.

Riezenkamp believes that the helpfulness and rhe willing-
ness of Ihe Soviet officials to discuss the reparriation ofrhe
Koenigs drawings are reflections of glasnosr and peres-
troika. "In 1945, '46, and '47," he says, "rhe Netherlands
ambassador to the USSR tried (o get back ihe Koenigs
drawings, bur in that peíiod of the cold war it was impossible
to get any cooperation."

Riezenkanp says he is extremely hopeful thar the draw-
ings will eventually be located and repatriated. "I think it
wiil take some time for the Russians ro find a way thar is
acceptable to hand then bàck. I'm not going to ask them
where they found the drawings. I'm not inrerested in prose,
cuting anybody."

Bram Meij sunnned up everyone's sentiments when he
said. 'l can only hopc that they will all come back as soon

t
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